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L.S.A., 1869 ; L.R.C.P. Ed., 1873 ; and M.R C.P. Ed., 1881.
He commenced practice in Maidstone in 1870, and was
elected a member of the Town Council in 1876. In 1883 he was
appointed a Justice of the Peace for the borough and elected
an alderman in 1887; he was re-elected alderman in 1895 and
chosen mayor for the present year. He has been for many
years an active member and a vice-president of the Maidstone
Church Institute. He is the author of "Nature, Mind, and
Will," being four presidential addresses to Kensington
Science Classes, and a medical visitor under the Lunacy
Act, 1891.
Richmond.-Mr. George Richard Cundell, M.D. Durh., Mayor

of the Royal Borough of Richmond, Surrey, was educated at
King Edward VI.’s Grammar School, Southampton, the Uni-
versity of Oxford, University College, London, and St. Mary’s
Hospital. He settled in practice in Kew in 1875, became 
medical officer to the Poor-law Board in 1875, and medical ’

officer to the Royal Gardens about 1878. On Kew being
added to the borough of Richmond he was elected a first
councillor, became chairman of the Health Committee
1892-1894, and also a member of the Joint Isolation Hospital
Committee. He was elected Mayor of the Royal Borough of
Richmond on Nov. 9th, 1896.

Southport.-Mr. G. H. Pollard, M.D. Edin., who has been
chosen Mayor of Southport, was formerly a member of the
corporation, representing West Ward for three years, and he
has also occupied the position of county councillor for
Southport. As a barrister-at-law of the Inner Temple he
has worthily filled his position as a Justice of the Peace
for Southport, and his record is not likely to be dimmed now
that he is made chief magistrate.

AUTO-MOTOR TRAFFIC.

SATURDAY, Nov. 14th, was a red-letter day in the history
of motor traffic on common roads, and the facilities afforded
by the new Act were taken advantage of immediately after
twelve o’clock midnight on Friday. Scarcely had Big
Ben ceased to chime the hour when a motor car passed
under the shadow of the clock tower, but it was not until

10.30 on Saturday morning that the long awaited procession
to Brighton commenced. In spite of the unfavourable
state of the weather some fifty vehicles assembled outside
the Hotel Metropole previously to the start, and the large
concourse of people who assembled testified to the interest
which the general public take in the subject. So anxious
was the crowd to examine the new vehicles that only
about half the number were able to make a start, the
others being completely hemmed in. The route to

Reigate was also lined with people and crowded by
vehicular traffic and bicyclists. At Reigate, where it
had been arranged that those taking part in the run

should stop for lunch, a large body of people assembled
to witness the arrival of the cars, but the slow arrival
of the vehicles, and the evil smell from some of them
when they did arrive, considerably tried the patience of the
sightseers, many of whom did not hesitate to audibly express
their disgust. It was nearly a quarter to one before the
first vehicle reached Reigate and by 2.30 probably not more
than a dozen had rounded the corner of the market-square,
to be cheered or jeered as fancy swayed the people. Several
of the vehicles put up at Reigate and did not continue the run.
The continuation of the journey to Brighton was marred by
an accident which, it is said, may prove fatal. A little child
while attempting to cross the road at Crawley in front of a
car was run over, and it is alleged that the vehicle was going
at considerably above the regulation rate of twelve miles an
hour. We understand, however, that the official inquiry
has absolved the car driver from blame. At Preston
Park, where, according to the programme, the motors were
to meet for a kind of triumphant entry into Brighton, a

number of people assembled notwithstanding the heavy
rain, which, helped by a strong wind, was beating upon
them ; but, owing to the fact that quite half the cars were
not able to start from London at all, that the rules of the
programme were broken by some, and the various accidents
on the road, what was intended to be a grand parade only
proved a disappointing spectacle.
The committee of the Motor-Car Club have issued a report

on the Brighton ride, in which they state that, considering

the unfavourable circumstances, and that twenty motors out,
of the twenty-two which left Brixton arrived at Brighton
during the evening without accident, the run constitutes a
feat far exceeding their most sanguine expectations. They
award gold medals to the first eight motors which arrived
at Brighton. These were two Bollee cars, a Panhard omnibus,
a Panhard and Levassor carriage, Mr. H. J. Lawson’s carriage,
a Britannic bath chair, a Daimler phaeton, and a Penningtoib
tricycle.

. We had great hope that the result of Saturday’s perform--
ance would have enabled us to give some sort of guide to our
readers as to the motor which would be most desirable for
medical men. This, however, we are unable to do, for the
only result of Saturday’s run seems to be a squabble as to.
who arrived first. Our contemporary, the Morning Leader,
puts the matter in a nutshell. It says-" Only one car
reached Brighton, but every man was on it. Every car was
in front of all the others all the way....They all jumped and
wobbled and jerked-with the exception of each of them....
Those which still stick in yards at Reigate and other places
are there because, after all, this is a free country. These are
the cars which have come to stay,’ and they are still
staying." 

Perhaps, therefore, it will be best if we put before our
readers the relative points of advantage and disadvantage
of the three principal kinds of motors.
At present the three powers which are vying for the

supremacy as sources of energy in light motors are

electricity, oil, and steam, each of which has its

peculiar advantages and disadvantages. There can be no
question as to the most desirable agent to use ; but even if
the question of weight is obviated, the cost and trouble of
re-charging batteries is almost an insuperable obstacle in
electrically propelled vehicles which are intended to run
on the country roads. In large commercial towns it
should, of course, be possible to overcome these diffi-
culties, and Ward’s Electrical Omnibus Company and
the Electrical Cab Company have already claimed to
have done so, but in small towns we are afraid it will be
some years before electricity can be economically used as a
motive power. The oil engine possesses many points of
advantage, but, on the other hand, the objections to its use
are many, and we do not contemplate, at any rate in its

present state and judging from Saturday’s performances, the
advent of oil motors upon the London streets with any
longing desire. The points of advantage in the oil engine
are the absence of a boiler and the non-necessity of carrying
water except for cooling purposes, and the simplicity
with which the engine is managed after it is once started.
The disadvantages are vibration caused by the jerky action
consequent upon the explosion of the vapourised oil, the evil
smell, and in some cases the irritating noise. Steam
possesses many points of advantage, and for heavy vehicles
it is probable that there is a future before it. There is,
however, the question of weight to be taken into considera-
tion, as all steam engines must of necessity carry a supply of
fuel and water. The difficulty of getting rid of the waste
and used steam could no doubt be easily surmounted, but we
are not so sanguine as to the prevention of the smoke
nuisance.

(To be continued.)

LEICESTER BACTERIOLOGICAL
INSTITUTE.

THE annual report of the director to the Leicester Medical
Society of the work done in the laboratory during the year
ending October, 1896, has been iqsued. The number of
cases sent for diagnosis include 113 specimens for exa-

minations, 66 swabs and membrane for diphtheria, 22
sputa for tubercle, 5 excretions for typhoid, and 6 waters,
5 urines, 7 morbid growths, and 3 urethral discharges for
bacteriological examination. Two classes in bacteriology
were given during the year, and two medical men were
engaged in private work at the laboratory. Diphtheria anti-
toxin serum has been prepared and the strength of the serum
has gradually increased. It is hoped that serum will be sent
out equal in strength to any other now supplied, the number
of horses having been augmented.

Recognising the intimate relation between the infectious
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disease of animals and man the director organised an
exhibit at the Royal Show at Leicester in June last, with a
view to drawing the attention of farmers, agriculturists, and
veterinary surgeons to the importance of bacteriology in
relation to these diseases.

ELECTION OF DIRECT REPRESENTATIVES
TO THE GENERAL MEDICAL COUNCIL.

THE CANDIDATURE OF DR. GLOVER, DR. WOODCOCK, AND
DR. DRAGU.

A meeting in support of the candidature of Dr. Glover,
Dr. Woodcock, and Dr. Drage as Direct Representatives on
the General Medical Council was held at 58, Queen’s-gate-
terrace, the residence of Dr. Charles Ewart, on Wednesday
last, Nov. 18th.

Dr. EwART, who presided, in opening the meeting said
that it had been thought unnecessary to call Dr. Woodcock
from Manchester to the meeting. His views were well
known and would no doubt be reiterated by Dr. Glover and
Dr. Drage.

Letters of apology were read from Mr. E. M. Euan-Smith,
Mr. J. D. E. Mortimer, Dr. Arthur W. Wheatly, Dr. Robert
J. Colenso, Mr. J. T. Mould, and Mr. T. S. Townsend.

Dr. GLOVER prefaced his remarks by reading a letter
from Dr. Woodcock in which he apologised for his absence
and said he would have attended the meetiug had he been
well enough to do so. The letter concluded : "I I will only
say now that I am a reformer in earnest, but I hope I
know what it is wis-e and what it is foolish to attempt.
If I am elected as one of your colleagues I think you
know that you may reckon upon my loyal assistance
in securing such alterations in the standing orders of the
Council, such interpretation of the penal clauses of the
Medical Act, and such efforts to secure a more adequate
representation of the profession on the Council as will give
evidence of our earnest desire to make the Council both
more useful and more trusted than it has hitherto been."
Dr. Glover said he felt personally that the interest and re-
sponsibility of this election was passing rapidly from the
candidates to the constituents. Without saying a word of
disparagement against the other competitors he felt that a
large measure of the practical common sense of the profes-
sion was on the side of the candidates for whom this

meeting was called to support, and this was their hope ; and
not only hope for their personal election, but hope in
the interest of direct representation itself. Unless men who
could take a fairly practical view of the questions were sent
to the Council there was a very gloomy outlook for direct
representation. The fact must be faced that the General
Medical Council was created in the interest of the State as
well as in the interest of the profession. It was a body in
which the State was deeply interested. He thought the pro-
fession would do well to recognise that fact, and try to work
harmoniously with the State. After remarking that he felt
very strongly that the direct representatives would represent
not merely the general practitioner but every registered
practitioner, he referred to the view which seemed to be held
by some that the General Medical Council was occupied in
settling one question only, and referred those who held such
belief to the forthcoming meeting of the Council, when such
questions would be discussed as the status of individual
practitioners ; the very existence of, at any rate, one corpora-
tion ; the question of over - examination and preliminary
education, as well as a variety of other questions. Passing
to the midwives’ question Dr. Glover said that the whole

necessity of a Midwives Bill arose from the fact that 300,000
or 400,000 women were attended by midwives who might
be persons of no actual knowledge or character or train-

ing and altogether ignorant of the first principles of
puerperal cleanliness, hence there was a large mortality.
The question had been forced upon the General Medical
Council and the whole question had been discussed by that
body, who had defined and limited the function of midwives
in order that they might be regarded as the minster to and
subordinate of the medical man. - If they were registered
they should not be put upon the Medical Register, but upon
a register to be kept, say, by the medical officer of health.
Dr. Glover concluded by saying that they might rely upon
him to guard the interests of the profession as well as of

poor women. Nothing was more pitiful than that women
should be attended by ignorant and altogether untrained
women.

Dr. LOYELL DRAGE said Dr. Glover struck a very true
note when he alluded to the fact that whoever was chosen as
the representative of the profession on the General Medical
Council would not be chosen as the representative of any one
particular part, but as a representative of the whole pro-
fession. He took very great exception to the methods of
certain persons who tried to prove that the interest of the con-
sultant differed from the interest of the general practitioner.
He thought there was a feeling of some distrust between
these two sections, and it was their duty to do what they
could to do away with that sort of feeling. Every member
of the profession should have some clear idea of what they
really wanted when they began to agitate for reform of the
present conditions. Drawing attention to an article which
had recently appeared in the Times on a doctors’ trades
union, he said the object was to draw a red herring across
the track of those who were favouring an alteration of the
present conditions. The interests of the profession were
the interests of the general public. The direct representatives
were not justified in supporting any proposals which would
not conduce to the strength of the profession, and in its
strength lay the safety of the public. He advocated the better
representation of the great mass of the profession on the
large corporations, including the General Medical Council.
Reform was wanted in the matter of education. He was

strongly of opinion that bacteriology should be a recognised
subject of the medical curriculum and taught in connexion
with pathology. Another question which the reform party
had taken up was that of the actual administration
of the business of the General Medical Council. So
far as he had been able to ascertain the adminis-
trative staff was not what it should be. It was

not organised in such a way that it could be an intelligence
department and a department from which general information
could be obtained for the use of members. One great blot,
so far as the work of the Council went, was the fact that, as
far as he knew, the standing orders gave power to the Presi-
dent to refuse to consider any case which came before the
Council. With regard to the question of the relation of the
Council to the Privy Council the Act said that the Council
might make representations to the Privy Council on certain
points, but there was no section in the Act which forbade the
Council to make representations upon any subject of interest
which it thought right to do, and there was not the smallest
doubt that such representations, if made, would receive the
very careful attention of the permanent officials of the

country. It seemed to him quite clear that if they looked
upon their own interests and the interests of the public in
the proper light they must see that it was the intention of
the Government to safeguard the public by giving the pro-
fession power to manage its own affairs. The reason,
he thought, that that power had not been altogether
used to its fullest extent was due to the want of repre-
sentation of the members of the profession. It was

idle to suppose that three members were a sufficient number
to adequately represent a body of some 22,000 men. Advert-

ing to the question of education, he was strongly in favour
of the one-portal system.
Mr. JOSEPH SMITH said the crux of the whole election

would depend upon the midwives question. If midwives
were registered there would be launched upon the world a
body of practitioners which would be recognised by the
public. He trusted that Dr. Glover and Dr. Drage would
consider their position.

Dr. R. H. BARKWELL agreed with Mr. Smith.
Dr. GLOVER reminded Mr. Smith and Dr. BarkBB-ell that

midwives already existed and were legally recognised. He

argued that such being the case it was far better to give
them some little training in the matter of puerperal clean-
liness than that they should remain entirely uneducated, and
maintained that in the interest of the profession and the
public such a course would be far preferable to the alter-
native scheme which advocated a three years’ training to
nurses, which would in effect create a competitive body.

Dr. W. H. DICKINSON then moved, and Mr. TURNER
PHILLIPS seconded, the following resolution, which was
carried with two dissentient votes :-

"That this meeting desires to record its thanks to Dr. Glover for
his services as direct representative upon the Medical Council during
the last ten years, and cordially wislles him the same success in the
approaching election which he had ’it the last, when he headed the
poll."


